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ACTION NEA- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO NEAE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-02 SP-02 INRE-00 ICAE-00 NSCE-00 
SSO-OO DLOS-09 L-03 EB-08 CG-00 DOTE-OO SCS-06 
CA-01 /065W 

041752 131625Z/50 

O 131530Z JUNE 78 
FM AMCONSUL TANGIER 
TO SECSTATE WASHDN IMMEDIATE 3992 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASS ALGIES IMMED ATE 
AMEMBASSY MADRID IMMED ATE 
AMCONSUL SEVILLE MMEDIATE 
NAVAL STATION ROTA IMMEDATE 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON IMMEDIATE 
COMSIXTHFLEET IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY RABAT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL NASABLANCA 

UNCLAS TANGIER 0305 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: CGEN 

SUBJECT: MARITIME DISASTER, AMERICAN FLAG VESSEL YELLOWSTONE 

REF: TANGIER 304 

1 . I HAVE JUST BEEN INFORMED BY S.S. NAVAL LIAISON OFFICER 
NEWTON THAT THE SS YELOWSTONE SANK EARLY THIS AFTERNOON, 
EXACT TIME NOT KNOWN BUT APPARENTLY AROUND 1400ZULU. CAP- 
TAIN AND FOURTEEN REMAINING CREW MEMBERS REPORTEDLY GOT OFF 
YELLOWSTONE SAFELY AND ARE NOW ENROUTE TO GIBRALTAR. 

2. I WISH TO COMMEND THE OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE OF THE 
BRITISH NAVY THROUGHOUT THIS ODEAL. THE HMS FINWHALE WAS 
AT THE SCENE OF THE ACCIDENT WITHIN MINUTES OF THE COLLISION 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AND HMS AURORA, HMS NORFOLK AND THE OLNA ARRIVED SHORTLY 

AFTER. NAVAL AND CIVILIAN TUGS WERE ALSO SOON ON THE 
SCENE TO RENDER ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE. EVERYTHING 
WAS DONE THATCOULD BE DONE TO SAVE THE SHIP AND ITS CREW. 
EASTMAN 
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